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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  : — 

the  Urban  District  Council  of  Bushey, 

the  Urban  District  Council  of  Chorleywood, 

the  Urban  District  Council  of  Rickmansworth, 

and 

the  Rural  District  Council  of  Watford. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  state 
of  the  Public  Health,  and  the  reports  by  the  Inspectors  on  the 
sanitary  conditions,  in  the  Districts,  during  the  year  1950. 

The  Registrar-GeneraPs  estimates  of  the  populations  at  the 
middle  of  1950,  are  : — Bushey,  14,930 ;  Chorleywood,  4,680 ; 
Rickmansworth,  24,980  ;  and,  Watford  Rural,  34,160  ;  making  a 
total  of  78,750  persons  on  the  whole  area,  compared  with  75,290 
in  the  previous  year.  The  sanitary  and  other  services  of  the 
Watford  Rural  District  have  continued  to  deal  with  the  large 
additions  to  its  population  in  a  very  efficient  manner. 

Whilst  the  birth-rates  have  generally  declined  from  the  post¬ 
war  levels,  the  total  number  of  births  continues  to  rise  with  the 
increasing  population.  The  number  of  live  births  in  1950  was 
1,195,  compared  with  the  previous  record  of  1,128  in  1949. 

The  following  were  the  actual  births  in  each  District. 


1950. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live 

Sti 

Birt 

Bushey  ... 

117  ... 

120  ... 

Births 

237  .. 

3 

Chorleywood 

16  ... 

22  ... 

38  .. 

1 

Rickmansworth 

224  ... 

170  ... 

394  .. 

.  6 

Watford  Rural ... 

284  ... 

242  ... 

526  .. 

.  16 

Totals 

641  ... 

554  ... 

1195  .. 

.  26 

Forty  of  the  live  births,  and  one  of  the  still  births,  were  illegitimate. 
The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1950  was  15.8  per  1,000 
of  the  home  population. 
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The  Infantile  Mortality  rate,  expressed  as  the  number  of 
deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  per  1,000  related  live 
births,  continues  to  decline  over  the  whole  country.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1950  was  29.8,  compared  with  156  between 
1896  and  1900,  and  110  between  1911  and  1915.  The  rates  in  the 
Districts  were  : — Bushey,  8  ;  Chorleywood,  52  ;  Rickmansworth, 
25  ;  and,  Watford  Rural,  24  ;  the  rate  in  Chorleywood  is  subject 
to  large  fluctuations  owing  to  the  small  number  of  infants  on  which 
it  is  based.  The  rates  generally,  and  particularly  that  for  Bushey, 
show  the  high  degree  of  medical  and  nursing  skill,  and  maternal 
care,  which  now  surround  the  first  year  of  life.  Seventeen  of  the 
twenty-two  infants  who  died,  were  under  the  age  of  four  weeks, 
and  of  these,  two  were  illegitimate. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  in  connection  with  pregnancy 
and  childbirth  were  Bushey,  nil ;  Chorleywood,  nil ;  Rickmans¬ 
worth,  nil ;  Watford  Rural,  1.8  ;  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  last  year,  was  0.86. 

The  deaths  in  each  District  are  classified  under  36  headings 
based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries,  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 
The  death-rates  for  1950,  with  those  of  recent  years  for  comparison, 
are  also  given,  and,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  compare  favourably 
with  those  for  the  whole  country.  The  death-rate  of  6.7  per  1,000 
of  the  population  in  the  Rural  District  was  remarkably  low — the 
lowest  since  1926,  when  a  rate  of  6.0  was  recorded. 

The  crude  death-rates  which  have  been  given  are  reliable  for 
comparisons  from  year  to  year  in  the  districts  to  which  they  are 
related,  provided  there  have  been  no  marked  changes  in  the  age 
distribution  of  their  populations,  such  as  might  be  caused  in  the 
course  of  re-housing  by  inward  or  outward  movements  affecting 
particular  age  groups  with  lower  or  higher  rates  of  mortality.  To 
provide  for  comparison  between  districts.  Area  Comparability 
Factors  are  given  for  deaths  and  births,  which,  when  applied  by 
multiplication  to  the  crude  rates,  give  the  rates  the  districts  would 
have  if  their  populations  were  of  average  age  distribution. 

The  incidence  of  the  infectious  diseases  was  generally  low. 
Scarlet  Fever  was  more  prevalent,  with  123  cases  over  the  whole 
area  compared  with  41  in  lfl49.  The  disease  is  now  of  a  mild  type 
compared  with  the  last  century,  and  specific  treatment  is  available. 
It  is  the  general  practice  to  treat  cases  at  home,  and  there  are 
advantages  in  this  practice,  except  when  there  are  special  medical, 
or  other  reasons,  such  as,  overcrowding  in  the  house,  or,  the  close 
connection  of  a  member  of  the  household  with  a  milk  supply. 
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Whooping  Cough  was  also  more  prevalent  with  175  cases, 
compared  with  71  in  1949,  and,  171  in  1948.  This  troublesome 
infection  should  be  less  of  a  strain  on  children  in  the  future  than  it 
has  been  in  the  past,  for  the  effects  of  immunization  with  better 
vaccines,  and,  treatment  with  the  antibotic  drugs,  are  both  promising. 
There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  last  year,  which  can  be  compared 
with  the  pre- immunization  years  of  1938  and  1939,  when  there 
were  25  and  23  cases,  respectively.  Immunization  against  Diph¬ 
theria  is  of  a  simple  nature  and  every  facility  has  been  provided 
for  obtaining  it,  either,  at  a  Child  Welfare  Centre,  or,  from  the 
family  Doctor.  Children  should  be  immunized  when  they  are 
about  nine  months  old  so  that  they  may  be  protected  during  their 
early  years  when  the  disease  is  more  likely  to  be  fatal.  Until 
recently.  Diphtheria  was  one  of  the  deadly  infections,  and  it  would 
become  so  again  in  the  absence  of  immunisation.  As  immuniza¬ 
tion  is  voluntary,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  the  responsibility  for 
protecting  a  child  against  Diphtheria  rests  with  its  parents,  for 
there  is  some  evidence  of  neglect  in  this  respect. 

Measles  became  epidemic  in  Rickmansworth  about  the  middle 
of  November  and  this  accounted  for  374  of  the  573  cases  which 
were  notified  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  notified  in 
1949  was  507.  There  have  been  no  deaths  from  the  disease  in 
the  last  three  years. 

During  the  ten  years  before  1947  there  were  eight  cases  of 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  notified  in  the  four  Districts  ;  in  1947,  when 
the  infection  became  prevalent,  there  were  18  cases  ;  in  1948,  5 
cases  ;  in  1949,  12  cases  ;  whilst  during  1950,  there  were  16  cases, 
with  3  deaths.  There  have  been  some  recent  advances  in  the 
study  of  the  virus  causing  the  disease,  but  there  are  important 
points  about  the  infection  which  are  still  obscure.  Of  the  points 
which  are  known,  the  effects  of  fatigue  and  physical  strain  in 
increasing  or  determining  the  severity  of  the  paralysis  must  be 
stated.  Young  people,  especially  when  on  holiday,  take  too  much 
out  of  themselves.  Adequate  periods  of  rest  should  be  the  rule. 
Over  exposure  of  the  body  to  cold,  or,  to  the  sun,  as  so  often  happens 
at  the  sea-side,  has  a  depressing  effect  on  vitality  and  resistance 
to  disease.  The  early  symptons  of  the  disease  are  often  indefinite, 
but,  pain  or  stiffness  in  groups  of  muscles — particularly  of  the 
neck,  drowsiness,  irritability,  sore  throat,  cough,  or  gastro-intestinal 
disturbance,  with  a  rise  in  temperature,  should  be  regarded  with 
some  suspicion  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months  if  Polio¬ 
myelitis  is  prevelant,  and,  as  an  indication  for  rest  in  bed  and 
quietness  as  a  preliminary  measure. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  at  the  beginning 
of  May  amounting  to  thirteen  cases  ;  of  the  eight  cases  in  this  area, 
six  were  in  Rickmansworth,  and,  two  in  Radlett.  The  infection 
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was  traced  to  the  artificial  cream  filling  in  some  cakes  which  were 
bought  outside  the  County.  The  causative  organism,  Salmonella 
Paratyphi  B  Vi  phage  Type  2,  was  recovered  from  the  patients, 
and  from  three  of  the  staff  at  the  establishment  concerned.  Six 
of  the  patients  ate  the  cakes  at  the  same  time,  and  the  intervals, 
before  they  became  ill,  with  their  ages  were  : — 10  days — 7,8,  and 
9  years  ;  12  days — 9  and  10  years  ;  and  15  days — 11  years.  The 
young  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Holywell  Isolation  Hospital, 
Watford,  where  they  each  made  a  good  recovery.  The  outbreak 
involved  the  examination  of  many  bacteriological  specimens,  and 
this  work  was  efficiently  handled  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  at  Watford.  Everyone  concerned  in  the  outbreak  gave  the 
greatest  possible  help  in  the  investigation.  There  were  no  secondary 
cases. 

The  supervision  of  food  and  catering  establishments,  including 
premises  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  received  special 
attention  during  the  year.  The  hygiene  of  the  hands  is  of  the 
greatest  importance;  washing  arrangements  should  be  good,  and 
food  handlers  should  make  frequent  use  of  them  during  the  course 
of  their  work.  The  nails  should  be  kept  short  and  clean.  It  is 
not  desirable  in  catering  establishments  to  keep  food,  such  as 
soups,  stews,  and  made-up  dishes  containing  meat,  for  more  than 
two  or  three  hours,  unless  it  can  be  cooled  and  placed  in  a  refrigerator 
shortly  after  preparation  ;  and,  stored  at  a  temperature  not  exceed¬ 
ing  39  degrees  Farenheit  (4°  C.)  until  required.  Such  food  should 
be  reheated  to  boiling  point  before  serving. 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Departments  in  connection 
with  the  general  sanitary  conditions  was  very  efficiently  handled 
by  the  Inspectors.  The  new  Rodent  Control  Services  are  showing 
good  results  ;  and  work  on  the  extermination  of  flies  and  mosquitoes 
was  very  satisfactory. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HARVEY. 


Seventy-seventh  Annual  Report. 
30th  October,  1951. 
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BUSHEY 

URBAN  DISTRICT 


General. 

Area  of  District  (land  and  inland  water),  3,866  acres. 

Highest  Point — London  Road  at  Southern  boundary,  506.7ft. 

Lowest  Point — Near  River  Colne,  179.2ft. 

(above  mean  sea-level  at  Newlyn). 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  occupied,  1st  April,  1950;  4,487. 
Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1950;  ;fl38,260. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny-rate,  £553. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimates  at  mid-year)  : 

1950  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945  1944 

14,930  15,220  14,990  14,310  13,800  12,880  12,950 

Birth-Rate  (Live  births  per  1,000  of  population)  : 

1950  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945  1944 

15.9  14.9  16.2  20.7  16.1  14.4  16.1 

(Area  Comparability  Factor,  1.05) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births)  : 

1950  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945  1944  1939 

8  31  29  27  13  43  38  48 

Death-Rate. 

Vide — Summary  “Causes  of  Death,” 

(Area  Comparability  Factor,  1.08) 


1939 

12,930 

1939 

13.0 


Tuberculosis. 


The  following  notifications  and  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year  : — 


Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 


Non-Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 


•  •  • 


7  2  1 


2  2 


New  cases 
Deaths 


•  •  « 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

INCIDENCE  according  to  AGE  and  SEX 


1950 


Age 

Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  pol 

Paralytic 

iomyelitis 

Non-paralytic 

Measles 
(Exc.  Rubella) 

Diphtheria 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— 

1 

1 

1 

1— 

2 

5 

11 

1 

3 

3 

3— 

2 

5 

4 

8 

5 

3 

5— 

11 

13 

8 

4 

8 

5 

10— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

15— 

1 

25  and  over 

1 

2 

1 

Total  ... 

16 

20 

19 

27 

3 

1 

• — 

— 

16 

12 

— 

— 

Age 

Groups 

Ac. 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Smallpox 

Acute  en( 

Infective 

cephalitis 

Post-infectious 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— 

5— 

15— 

45— 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

2 

1 

Age 

Groups 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal 

infection 

Food 

Poisoning 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases 

M 

E 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— 

Puerperal 
Pyrexia . 

17 

5— 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  ... 

6 

7 

15— 

Malaria  . 

— 

— 

45— 

1 

Plague  . 

— 

— 

65  and  oAer 

Relapsing  Fever 

Typhus  Fever... 

— • 

— 

Total  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1950 


DEATH-RATE 

(Deaths  per  1,000  of  population) 


Males  Females 


All  Causes  ...  . 

64 

85 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

— 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

• — 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  cough 

— 

• — 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  di¬ 

seases 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

2 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

— 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms 

4 

12 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 

14 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

11 

10 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . . 

2 

5 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

10 

15 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

2 

1 

22 

Influenza 

1 

1 

23 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

2 

24 

Bronchitis 

4 

3 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

1 

• — 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

• — 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

— 

— 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

6 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

34 

All  other  accidents  ... 

— 

4 

35 

Suicide 

1 

1 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

1 

— 

1950 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9.9 

1949 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

10.4 

1948 

8.1 

1947 

9.8 

1946 

9.1 

1945 

10.6 

1944 

10.2 

1943 

11.5 

1942 

9.8 

1941 

10.6 

1940 

9.7 

1939 

7.9 

1938 

9.1 

1937 

9.2 

1936 

8.2 

1935 

9.5 

1934 

8.6 

1933 

9.7 

1932 

9.5 

1931 

8.9 

England  and  Wales 

1950 

...  11.6 

1949 

...  11.7 

1948 

...  10.8 

1947 

...  12.0 

1946 

...  11.5 

1945 

...  11.4 

1944 

...  11.6 

1943 

...  12.1 

1942 

...  11.6 

1941 

...  12.9 

1940 

...  14.6 

1939 

...  12.1 

1938 

...  11.6 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS 

A.  C.  F.  Gisborne, 

Member  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Inspector,  Meat  and  other  Foods. 
Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts  . 107 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  section)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9B 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority .  4 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  9 


Summary  of  Housing  Defects. 


The  number  of  defects  found  on  inspection  is  followed  by  the  number 

remedied  during  the  year. 

Cases  Cases 

Found  Remedied  Found  Remedied 


1.  Site, 

a.  Outbuildings  inade¬ 

quate  or  in  bad  re¬ 
pair  .  2 

b.  Approach  to  back  of 
house  unsatisfactory  5 

c.  Storage  of  refuse  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  34 

d.  Animals  improperly 

kept  .  4 

[See  also  2  c) 

2.  Prevention  of  Dampness. 

a.  Roof,  chimney,  de¬ 
fective  .  33 

b.  Gutters,  downpipes 

defective .  36 

c.  Drainage  of  ground 

unsatisfactory  ...  3 

d.  Walls,  doors,  win¬ 
dows,  defective  ...  65 

e.  Damp-proof  course 

defective  ...  ...  6 

f.  Sub-floor  ventilation 

defective .  4 

g.  Solid  floor  defective  7 

h.  Soil  against  walls 

above  d.p.c.  ...  2 

3.  Lighting,  V entilation. 

a.  Obstruction  to  light 

and  air  ...  ...  2 


2 

5 

34 

2 


34 

40 

3 
47 

4 

4 

5 

2 


2 


b.  Window  area  or 

opening  below  stan¬ 
dard  .  2 

c.  Ventilation  other¬ 
wise  defective  ...  3 

d.  Artificial  lighting 

defective  ...  ...  — 

{See  also  8  d) 

4.  Space  Heating. 

a.  Firegrate,  flue;  de¬ 
fective  ...  7 

b.  Rooms  inadequately 

heated  .  2 

5.  Food,  Cooking. 

a.  Storage  of  food  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  3 

b.  Cooking  arrange¬ 
ments  unsatisfactory  6 

c.  Sink,  drainage 

unsatisfactory  ...  9 

6.  Water  Supply. 

a.  Water  supply  not 

satisfactory  ...  3 

b.  Main  supply  discon¬ 
nected  ...  ...  — 

7.  Washing  Arrangements. 

a.  No  bath  ...  ...  3 

b.  Bath  defective  ...  — 

c.  Arrangements  for 

heating  water  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  4 


2 

3 


6 

2 


3 

4 
8 


3 


3 


5 


Cases 

Found  Remedied 

8.  Closet  Accommodation. 

a.  Pail  closet  defec¬ 
tive  ...  ...  —  — 

b.  Water  closet,  soil 

drains,  defective  ...  48  46 

c.  Approach  to  outside 

closet  not  protected  2  2 

d.  Lighting,  ventilation, 

inadequate  ...  3  3 


Cases 

Found  Remedied 

9.  Repair,  Decoration,  Cleanliness. 


Internal  structures 
defective  ... 

63 

47 

Decoration  in  bad 
state 

19 

23 

Lack  of  cleanliness 

3 

1 

Infestation  with 
bugs,  etc. 

8 

8 

Insanitary  Houses. 

There  has  been  little  change  during  1950  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
premises  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts,  as  far  as  the  demolition,  closure, 
or  major  reconditioning  of  property  was  concerned.  Two  cottages  were 
turned  into  one  and  major  reconditioning  carried  out  in  another  case,  while 
part  of  a  building  was  closed  following  informal  action  by  the  Council. 

Many  of  the  dwellings  that  have  been  scheduled  as  being  unht  and  in¬ 
capable  of  being  rendered  ht  at  a  reasonable  cost,  are  now  deteriorating  so 
rapidly  that  demolition  procedure  may  have  to  be  considered  within  the  next 
year  or  two,  and  a  further  survey  of  some  of  the  sub-standard  houses  will 
become  necessary. 

Over  250  visits  were  made  to  enforce  the  carrying  out  by  owners  of  minor 
repairs  ;  no  prosecutions  were  necessary,  nor  was  any  work  carried  out  in 
default. 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

The  general  position  regarding  the  stationing  of  caravans  in  the  district 
was  reviewed  on  many  occasions  by  the  Council  during  the  year,  and  this 
resulted  in  a  list  of  sanitary  requirements  being  drawn  up,  so  that  site  operators 
or  individual  caravanners  could  be  informed  of  the  minimum  requirements 
before  further  caravans  could  be  stationed  on  land  in  the  district. 

141  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  caravans  and  caravan  sites. 
Sixty-nine  licences  were  issued  and  five  applications  for  licences  refused. 
Thirty-two  other  caravans  were  found  in  the  district,  and  these  arrived  between 
October,  1950,  and  the  end  of  the  year.  Every  effort  must  now  be  made  to 
prevent  further  caravans  coming  into  the  district  unless  proper  sanitary 
facilities  are  provided,  and,  gradually,  caravans  on  unsatisfactory  sites  must 
be  moved. 


Water  Supply. 

There  are  three  blocks  of  houses  which  have  common  standpipes  situated 
at  the  rear  of  the  premises,  and  it  is  hoped  that  action  under  the  Housing  Acts 
will  be  taken  concerning  these  premises  in  due  course. 

Swimming  Pool. 

Examination  of  Water. 

Ten  samples  of  the  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  These  all  proved  satisfactory.  Regular  daily  tests  were  made  to 
ascertain  the  residual  chlorine  in  the  water,  and  the  chemical  treatment  of  the 
water  was  varied  accordingly. 


Milk  Supply. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Notices  4- 

^  ***  •••  •••  •••  •••  •««  -L 


All  of  the  fifteen  samples  of  designated  milk  submitted  for  examination 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Six  sterilized  empty  milk  bottles  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory  on  laboratory  examination. 


Inspection  of  Food. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  food  condemned  during  1950  : — 

Carcase  meat  3401bs.,  Rabbits  6 libs.,  Sausages  81bs.,  Meat  36  tins,  Wet 
Fish  2 libs..  Fish  2  tins.  Cheese  2 libs.,  Milk  55  tins.  Vegetables  26  tins. 
Eggs  90,  Miscellaneous  Fruits  34  tins.  Prunes  301bs.,  Jam  7  tins. 
Miscellaneous  Foods  17  tins  or  packets. 

Seventy-hve  visits  were  made  to  the  various  food  premises  throughout 
the  district,  and  the  attention  of  occupiers  was  drawn  to  a  number  of  conditions 
that  would  be  required  by  the  new  Bye-Laws  regarding  the  handling  of  food. 
These  Bye-Laws  were  adopted  by  the  Council  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1951. 

Seven  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  connection 
with  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  cooked  meats,  etc. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  two  small  manufacturers  in  the  district,  both  using  the  "Complete 
Cold  Mix”  method  of  production.  Fifteen  other  premises  are  registered  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Of  the  eight  samples  taken  during  the  year,  hve  were  placed  in  Grade  1, 
one  in  Grade  2,  one  in  Grade  3  and  one  in  Grade  4. 


Disinfection  (1),  Disinfestation  (2). 

Number  of  cases  (1)  37,  (2)  70  ...  ...  ...  ...  Total  107 

Eight  premises  were  sprayed  following  an  infestation  by  bugs,  while 
thirty-eight  premises  were  disinfested  following  infestation  by  other  insect 
pests,  including  ten  premises  that  were  affected  by  wood-boring  insects. 

Rodent  Control. 


(Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949) 
Prevalence  of  Rats  and  Mice. 


Type  and 

Number  of 

Infestation  by 

number  of 

Properties 

Rats 

Mice 

Properties 

infested 

Major 

Minor 

only 

Local  Authorities 

(19) 

3 

1 

2 

— 

Dwelling  Houses 

(4,037) 

...  115 

1 

104 

10 

Business  Premises 

(224 

8 

— 

5 

3 

Agricultural 

(36) 

6 

3 

3 

— 

Total  . 

(4,316) 

...  132 

5 

114  !.*! 

13 

Measures  of  Control. 

Properties  inspected  :  792.  Inspections  made  :  962. 

Notices  served  for — Treatments  :  — .  Proohng  works  :  — 

Number  of  treatments  : 

(a)  by  arrangement  with  L.A.,  Rats,  119  ;  Mice  only,  13. 

(b)  After  formal  notice  (S.5),  Rats,  — ;  Mice  only,  — . 

Block  Treatments  : 

Blocks,  — .  Separate  occupancies,  . —  Manholes,  — . 
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Sewer  Control. 

Early  in  1950,  sixty-nine  manholes  were  test-baited  and  no  “  takes  ” 
were  recorded.  A  short  section  of  an  estate  surface-water  sewer  was 
found  to  be  infected  with  rats,  and  it  was  successfully  dealt  with. 

General. 

Nil. 

Owing  to  the  resignation  of  the  rodent  operator,  no  disinfestation  work 
was  carried  out  from  October  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  hnancial  year  1950-1951,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  agreed  that  the  test-baiting  of  the  sewers  could  be  omitted,  owing 
to  the  negative  results  obtained  in  previous  years,  and  the  fact  that  considerably 
more  than  10  per  cent  of  the  manholes  were  test-baited  last  year. 

During  the  hnancial  year  ending  March,  1950,  sixty-nine  manholes  were 
tested  and  no  “  takes  "  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  surface 
treatments  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  where  necessary,  owners  were 


asked  to  carry  out  rat-proohng. 

Rats. 

Number  of  private  dwelling  houses  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

Number  of  business  premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Local  Authority’s  premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  treatments  ...  ...  ...  1,112 

Number  of  premises  surveyed  .  ...  1,052 

Mice. 

Number  of  private  dwelling  houses  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  business  premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Local  Authority’s  premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  treatments  carried  out  ...  59 

Number  of  premises  surveyed...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 


Cesspools,  Pail  Closets  and  Drainage. 

160  cesspools  were  emptied  by  the  Council  at  intervals  of  approximately 
21  days  ;  there  is  also  a  small  number  of  other  cesspools  in  the  district.  During 
the  year  consideration  was  given  to  providing  main  drainage  in  parts  of  the 
district,  which  would  do  away  with  a  number  of  these  cesspools.  In  one  of 
these  areas  it  is  not  infrequent,  especially  after  heavy  rain,  to  hnd  the  cess¬ 
pools  overflowing  on  to  the  private  road,  and  although  the  Council  has  increased 
the  frequency  of  emptying  in  this  part  of  its  district,  only  main  drainage  will 
permanently  solve  the  problem. 

There  are  six  pail  closets  in  the  district  emptied  by  the  Council,  four, 
weekly,  and  two,  twice  a  week. 

During  the  year  110  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  provision 
of  new  and  altered  drainage  systems. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Twenty-four  treatments  of  the  Council’s  Tip  were  carried  out  with  a  view 
to  minimising  the  nuisance  caused  by  various  insect  pests,  particularly  flies. 
During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  purchase  a  muledozer  which  should 
help  to  reduce  the  trouble  caused  by  these  pests. 

Complaints  and  Notices. 

During  the  year  113  complaints  were  received  and  the  following  figures 
show  the  number  of  Notices  served  and  those  complied  with.  No  Court 


proceedings  were  necessary  : 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding,  1/1/50  ...  ...  ...  76 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  during  1950  ...  ...  ...  87 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  1950  ...  ...  100 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  1-1.50  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  10 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

5 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

60 

23 

4 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- workers' 
premises) 

3 

4 

2 

— 

TOTAL 

68 

34 

6 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(7) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  insufficient  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive 

4 

4 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen¬ 
ces  relating  to  Outwork) 

-  ■ 

-  — - 

„ 

1 

TOTAL 

6 

6 

— 

2 

— 

Outworkers  S.llO  (i)  (c)  : — Number,  10.  Notices,  etc.,  Nil. 
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CHORLEYWOOD 

URBAN  DISTRICT 


General. 

Area  of  District  (land  and  inland  water),  2,055  acres. 

Highest  Point — ^Near  water  tower  at  the  Swillet,  410.6ft. 

Lowest  Point — ^Junction  of  Meadow  Way  and  Belfry  Lane,  160.3ft. 

(above  mean  sea-level  at  Newlyn). 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  occupied  at  1st  April,  1950, 1,301. 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1950,  £54,962. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny-rate,  £228. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimates  at  mid-year)  . 

1950  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945  1944  1939 

4,680  4,700  4,530  4,207  4,058  3,967  4,101  3,775 


Birth-Rate  (live  births  per  1,000  of  population)  : 

1950  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945  1944  1939 

8.1  12.1  14.1  13.5  19.0  13.1  17.1  9.0 

(Area  Comparability  Factor,  1.06) 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births) : 

1950  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945  1944  1939 

52  52  31  52  39  19  14  29 


Death-Rate  : 

Vide — Summary  Causes  of  Death.” 

(Area  Comparability  Factor,  0.84) 


Tuberculosis. 

The  following  notifications  and  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year  : — 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary, 

New  cases 

•  •  • 

•  » « 

Male. 

Female. 

2 

Male.  Female. 

Deaths 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

.  ■  1 , 

-  — 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

INCIDENCE  according  to  AGE  and  SEX 


1950 


Age 

Groups 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-paralytic 

(Exc.  Rubella) 

tiici  id 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— 

1 

I— 

2 

1 

3— 

1 

2 

3 

5— 

9 

10 

10— 

2 

15— 

25  and  over 

Total  ... 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

17 

— 

Age 

Groups 

Ac. 

Acute  encephalitis 

Enteric  or 

Pneumonia 

ocu 

Infective 

Post-infectious 

Typhoid  Fever 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 —  . . . 

5— 

15— 

45— 

65  and  over 

Total  ... 

Age 

Groups 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Food 

Poisoning 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 —  . . . 

5— 

Puerperal 
Pyrexia . 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum... 

•  •  • 

— 

15 —  . . . 

Malaria 

. 

— 

— 

45— 

Plague 

. 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

Relapsing  Fever 

— 

— 

Tvnhns  Fpvpr 

Total  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DEATH-RATE 


(Deaths  per  1,000  of  population) 

1950 


Males 

23 

Females 

1950 

10.0 

All  Causes  . 

24 

1949 

11.3 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

1 

— • 

1948 

9.7 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

— 

— 

1947 

14.0 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

1946 

12.6 

5 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— • 

1945 

9.3 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

1944 

11.2 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1943 

13.0 

8 

Measles 

— 

— • 

1942 

10.7 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  di- 

1941 

10.3 

seases  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

1940 

9.7 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

2 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

— 

— 

1939 

9.6 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

1938 

9.9 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

1937 

10.5 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms 

5 

1 

1936 

1935 

9.7 

7.7 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1934 

10.3 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

3 

1933 

6.7 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

1 

4 

1932 

10.9 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

— 

1 

1931 

8.4 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

2 

4 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

1 

1 

22 

Influenza 

— 

— 

England  and  Wales 

23 

Pneumonia  ... 

— 

1 

1950 

•  •  • 

11.6 

24 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

1949 

•  •  • 

11.7 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

1948 

•  •  • 

10.8 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . 

1 

— 

1947 

12.0 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . . 

1 

— 

•  •  • 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

1946 

... 

11.5 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— • 

1945 

•  •  • 

11.4 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— - 

— 

1944 

•  •  • 

11.6 

31 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

■ — 

1 

1943 

•  •  • 

12.1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

2 

1942 

•  •  • 

11.6 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1941 

12.9 

34 

35 

All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1940 

14.6 

1 

— 

12.1 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

— 

1939 

1938 

•  •  • 

11.6 

1937 

•  •  • 

12.4 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS 

W.  E.  Hands, 

Member  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Inspector,  Meat  and  other  Foods. 
Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unht  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  section)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  . 43 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  16 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  10 


Summary  of  Housing  Defects. 


The  number  of  defects  found  on  inspection  is  followed  by  the  number 

remedied  during  the  year. 


Cases 

Found  Remedied 

1.  Site. 

a.  Outbuildings  inade¬ 

quate  or  in  bad  re¬ 
pair  ...  ...  1  1 

b.  Approach  to  back  of 

house  unsatisfactory  —  1 

c.  Storage  of  refuse  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  8  8 

d.  Animals  improperly 

kept  ...  ...  —  — 

{See  also  2  c  and  3  a.) 

2.  Prevention  of  Dampness. 

a.  Roof,  chimney,  de¬ 
fective  .  22  21 

b.  Gutter,  downpipes, 

defective  ...  21  20 

c.  Drainage  of  ground 

unsatisfactory  ...  3  3 

d.  Walls,  doors,  win¬ 
dows,  defective  ...  7  6 

e.  Damp-proof  course 

defective  ...  1  1 

f.  Sub-floor  ventilation 

defective  ...  2  2 

g.  Solid  floor  defective  —  2 


Cases 

Found  Remedied 


h.  Soil  against  walls 

above  d.p.c.  ...  1  1 

3.  Lighting,  Ventilation. 

a.  Obstruction  to  light 

and  air  ...  ...  —  — 

b.  Window  area  or 

opening  below  stan¬ 
dard  ...  ...  —  — 

c.  Ventilation  other¬ 
wise  defective  ...  2  2 

d.  Artiflcial  lighting 

defective .  2  2 

{See  also  6d.) 

4.  Space  Heating. 

a.  Firegrate,  flue;  de¬ 
fective  ...  ...  9  9 

b.  Rooms  inadequately 

heated  ...  ...  —  — 


5.  Food,  Cooking. 

a.  Storage  of  food  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  3  2 

b.  Cooking  arrange¬ 
ments  unsatisfactory  —  — 

c.  Sink,  drainage 

unsatisfactory  ...  8  7 
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Cases 

Found  Remedied 


Cases 

Found  Remedied 


6.  Water  Supply. 

a.  Water  supply  not 

satisfactory  ...  —  — 

b.  Main  supply  discon¬ 
nected  .  —  — 

7.  Washing  Arrangements. 

a.  No  bath  ...  ...  1  — 

b.  Bath  defective  ...  —  — 

c.  Arrangements  for 

heating  water  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  9  9 

8.  Closet  Accommodation. 

a.  Pail  closet  defec¬ 
tive  .  —  — 


b.  Water  closet,  soil 

drains,  defective  ...  13  13 

c.  Approach  to  outside 

closet  not  protected  —  — 

d.  Lighting, ventilation, 

inadequate  ...  —  — 


9.  Repair,  Decoration,  Cleanliness, 

a.  Internal  structures, 

defective  ...  37 

b.  Decoration  in  bad 

state  ...  ...  24  21 

c.  Lack  of  cleanliness  —  — 

d.  Infestation  with 

bugs,  etc.  ...  ...  —  — 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  adequate  and  chlorinated. 

Milk  Supply. 

9 


Inspections 

Notices 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

(a)  Ice  Cream. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  one  plant  operating  from  registered  premises 
continued  to  manufacture  ice  cream.  Regular  samples  were  taken  and  all 
fell  within  Grade  1. 

Four  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Fifteen  inspections  were  made  throughout  the  year. 

(b)  Food  Preparation  Premises. 

Number  of  Premises  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  notices. 

Mobile  Food  Vans. 

Five  mobile  food  vans  continue  to  trade  in  the  District  and  all  have  the 
name  and  address  of  the  owner  conspicuously  displayed  on  the  vehicle. 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

A  summary  of  the  food  condemned  at  various  shop  premises  during  the 
year  is  set  out  below  : 

Sausages  621bs.,  Meat  (tinned)  13lbs.,  Fish  33  tins,  Jam  lib.,  Milk  21  tins. 
Fruit  31  tins,  Various  Vegetables  21  tins.  Miscellaneous  Foods  8  tins. 

Disinfection  (I),  Disinfestation  (2). 

Number  of  cases  (1)  2  (2)  0 .  Total  2 


Public  Cleansing. 

Direct  Labour.  Vehicles  Employed — One  motor  vehicle  with  sliding 
metal  covers.  Disposal  by  Controlled  Tipping. 


Rodent  Control. 

(Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949) 


Prevalence  of  Rats  and  Mice. 


Type  and 
number  of 

Number  of 
Properties 

Infestation  by 
Rats 

Mice 

Properties 

infested 

Major  Minor 

only 

Local  Authorities 

(1) 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

—  1 

— 

Dwelling  Houses 

(1,401) 

1  9 

•  A.  ty  *•* 

—  19 

2 

Business  Premises 

(87) 

3 

—  1 

— 

Agricultural 

(9) 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

1  — 

— 

Total  ...  ... 

(1,498) 

...  24 

1  21 

2 

Measures  of  Control. 

Properties  inspected  :  45.  Inspections  made  :  71. 

Notices  served  for — ^Treatments  :  — .  Proohng  works  :  — 

Number  of  treatments  : 

(a)  by  arrangement  with  L.A.,  Rats,  22  ;  Mice  only,  2. 

(b)  After  formal  notice  (S.5),  Rats,  — ;  Mice  only,  — . 

Block  Treatment. 

Blocks,  2.  Separate  occupancies,  9.  Manholes,  — . 

Sewer  Control. 

Ten  per  cent  of  the  sewer  manholes  within  the  district  were  baited  and 
found  to  be  free  from  infestation. 

General. 

12  complaints  were  received  regarding  wasps  and  14  nests  were  destroved. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

13 

17 

(hi)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- workers’ 
premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

22 

26 

— 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(7) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  . 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

- 

— 

,, 

_ 

... 

TOTAL 

2 

2 

— 

— 

• — 

Outworkers  S.llO  (i)  (c)  : — Number,  3.  Notices,  etc..  Nil. 
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RICKMANSWORTH 

URBAN  DISTRICT 


General. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water),  7,639  acres. 

Number  of  separately  rated  dwellings  at  1st  April,  1950;  6,925 
Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1950,  £228,012. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny-rate,  £927. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population  (Registrar-GeneraFs  estimates  at  mid-year)  : 


1950 

1949 

1948  1947  1946 

1945 

1944 

1939 

24,980 

25,000 

24,920  23,690  23,060 

21,870 

22,440 

19,930 

Birth-Rate  (live  births  per  1,000  of  population) 

• 

1950 

1949 

1948  1947  1946 

1945 

1944 

1939 

15.8 

15.9 

16.6  21.7  20.2  15.3 

(Area  Comparability  Factor,  0.95) 

17.8 

18.8 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births)  : 

1950 

1949 

1948  1947  1946 

1945 

1944 

1939 

25 

28 

24  31  34 

27 

30 

32 

Death-Rate  : 

Vide — Summary  “  Causes  of  Death.” 

(Area  Comparability  Factor,  1.11) 


Tuberculosis. 

The  following  notifications  and  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year  : — ■ 


Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 


New  cases 
Deaths 


5 

2 


10 

1 


Non-Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 

1  1 

1  — 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

INCIDENCE  according  to  AGE  and  SEX 


1950 


Age 

Groups 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-  paralytic 

(Exc.  Rubella) 

M 

!  F 

1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— 

i 

1 

[ 

i 

2 

3 

5 

3 

I— 

1 

7 

2 

31 

25 

3— 

2 

9 

8 

50 

33 

5— 

10 

4 

9 

8 

113 

106 

10— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

15— 

1 

1 

1 

25  and  over 

1 

3 

Total  ... 

14 

6 

27 

21 

1 

— 

— 

1 

203 

171 

— 

— 

Age 

Groups 

Ac. 

Acute  encephalitis 

Enteric  or 

Pneumonia 

LCiy 

OllicliipUA. 

Infective 

Post-infectious 

Typhoid  Fever 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— 

5— 

1 

15— 

1 

2 

45— 

65  and  over 

Total  ... 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

Groups 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal 

infection 

Food 

Poisoning 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 —  . . . 

1 

Puerperal 
Pyrexia . 

5— 

2 

3 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  ... 

•  .  • 

15— 

2 

Malaria 

. 

45 — 

1 

1 

Plague 

. 

65  and  over 

Relapsing  Fever 

Total  ... 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 
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THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
1950 


DEATH-RATE 

(Deaths  per  1,000  of  population) 


Males  Females 


All  Causes  ... 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

2  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

3  Syphilitic  disease 

4  Diphtheria 

5  Whooping  cough 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8  Measles 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  di¬ 

seases 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 

plasms 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16  Diabetes 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

20  Other  heart  disease 

21  Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

22  Influenza 

23  Pneumonia  ... 

24  Bronchitis 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31  Congenital  malformations  ... 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34  All  other  accidents  ... 

35  Suicide 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 


128 

96 

1950 

•  *  • 

...  8.9 

1949 

...  9.3 

2 

1 

1948 

•  •  • 

...  8.5 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1947 

•  •  • 

...  9.9 

. 

1946 

...  8.1 

— 

— 

1945 

...  10.1 

— 

— 

1944 

•  •  • 

...  9.8 

— 

— 

1943 

...  10.1 

— 

— 

1942 

...  8.7 

1 

1941 

...  8.5 

7 

1 

1940 

...  8.3 

7 

2 

1939 

«  •  • 

...  8.5 

— 

4 

1938 

•  •  • 

...  7.9 

— 

2 

1937 

•  •  • 

...  6.7 

1936 

•  •  • 

...  8.6 

17 

9 

1 

1 

1935 

•  •  • 

...  10.0 

1 

1 

1934 

•  •  • 

...  9.2 

7 

18 

1933 

...  11.1 

17 

8 

1932 

t  •  • 

...  10.4 

6 

5 

1931 

•  •  • 

...  10.1 

19 

16 

2 

6 

1 

1 

England  and  Wales 

3 

2 

1950 

•  •  • 

...  11.6 

5 

3 

1949 

•  •  • 

...  11.7 

3 

2 

1948 

•  •  • 

...  10.8 

2 

— 

1947 

•  •  • 

...  12.0 

1 

1 

1946 

•  •  * 

...  11.5 

2 

— 

1945 

•  •  • 

...  11.4 

1 

1944 

•  •  • 

...  11.6 

3 

1943 

•  •  • 

...  12.1 

12 

12 

1942 

•  •  • 

...  11.6 

3 

— 

1941 

•  •  • 

...  12.9 

— 

— 

1940 

•  •  • 

...  14.6 

2 

1 

1939 

t  t  • 

...  12.1 

— 

— 

1938 

•  •  t 

...  11.6 

1937 

•  •  • 

...  12.4 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


C.  R.  Alexander, 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Examination 
Joint  Board.  Inspector,  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  . 169 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  section)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  .  79 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  92 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  15 


Summary  of  Housing  Defects. 


The  number  of  defects  found  on  inspection  is  followed  by  the  number 

remedied  during  the  year. 


Cases 

Found  Remedied 

1.  Site. 

a.  Outbuildings  inade¬ 

quate  or  in  bad  re¬ 
pair  ...  ...  2  1 

b.  Approach  to  back  of 

house  unsatisfactory  2  1 

c.  Storage  of  refuse  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  39  27 

d.  Animals  improperly 

kept  .  1  1 

{See  also  2  c) 


2.  Prevention  of  Dampness. 

a.  Roof,  chimney,  de¬ 
fective  .  21 

b.  Gutters,  downpipes, 
s-w  drains,  defective  14 

c.  Drainage  of  ground 

unsatisfactory  ...  1 

d.  Walls,  doors,  win¬ 
dows,  defective  ...  63 

e.  Damp-proof  course 

defective  ...  16 

f.  Sub-floor  ventilation 

defective  ...  3 

g.  Solid  floor  defective  3 


11 

9 

1 

49 

10 

2 

2 


Cases 

Found  Remedied 

h.  Soil  against  walls 

above  d.p.c.  ...  1  1 


3.  Lighting,  Ventilation. 

a.  Obstruction  to  light 

and  air  . —  — 

b.  Window  area  or 

opening  below  stan¬ 
dard  ...  ...  2  2 

c.  Ventilation  other¬ 
wise  defective  ...  —  — 

d.  Artificial  lighting 

defective  ...  ...  —  — 

{See  also  8  d) 

4.  Space  Heating. 

a.  Firegrate,  flue;  de¬ 
fective  ...  ...  9  8 

b.  Rooms  inadequately 

heated  ...  ...  —  — 

5.  Food,  Cooking. 

a.  Storage  of  food  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  5  3 

b.  Cooking  arrange¬ 
ments  unsatisfactory  12  9 

c.  Sink,  drainage 

unsatisfactory  ...  12  7 
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Cases 

Found  Remedied 


Cases 

Found  Remedied 


6.  Water  Supply. 

a.  Well  not  satisfactory  1  1 

b.  Water  delivered  in 

vessels  ...  ...  —  — 

c.  Main  supply  discon¬ 
nected  ...  ...  1  1 

7.  Washing  Arrangements. 

a.  No  bath  ...  ...  —  • — 

b.  Bath  defective.  — •  — 

c.  Arrangements  for 

heating  water  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  —  — 

8.  Closet  Accommodation. 

a.  Pail  closet  defec¬ 
tive  ...  ...  2  2 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  i 

Milk  Supply. 

Inspections  ... 

Notices 


b.  Water  closet,  soil 

drains,  defective  ...  21  15 

c.  Approach  to  outside 

closet  not  protected  —  — 

d.  Lighting, ventilation, 

inadequate  ...  4  2 

9.  Repair,  Decoration,  Cleanliness. 

a.  Internal  structures 

defective  ...  30  23 

b.  Decoration  in  bad 

state  ...  ...  39  33 

c.  Lack  of  cleanliness  3  3 

d.  Infestation  with 

bugs,  etc.  ...  5  5 

adequate  and  chlorinated. 

29 

•  ••  •••  •••  «•*  ^ 


Summary  o£  Food  Condemned  During  the  Year 

Meat  797f  lbs.,  tinned  meet  313|  lbs.,  meat  pies  3flbs.,  suet  Ojlbs.,  tinned 
soup  171bs.,  bacon  23|lbs.,  sausages  241bs.,  poultry  56lbs.,  fish  288Jlbs., 
tinned  hsh  12flbs.,  hsh  paste  lOflbs.,  tinned  milk  122Jlbs.,  eggs  1081bs., 
salad  dressing  361bs.,  cheese  38|lbs.,  vegetables  2491bs.,  dried  fruit 
Ijlbs.,  tinned  fruit  152|lbs.,  chutney  4f lbs.,  preserves  25 Jibs.,  Christmas 
pudding  17lbs.,  fruit  juice  lOflbs.,  cordial  11b.  Total,  2,319flbs„ 


Disinfection  (1),  Disinfestation  (2). 

Number  of  cases  (1)  41,  (2)  5  . Total  46 

Public  Cleansing. 

Direct  labour  scheme.  Disposal  by  controlled  tipping.  Efficient  salvage 
scheme  in  operation  since  April,  1938. 


Rodent  Control. 

(Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949) 
Prevalence  of  Rats  and  Mice. 


Type  and 

Number  of 

Infestation  bv 

number  of 

Properties 

Rats 

Mice 

Properties 

infested 

Major 

Minor 

only 

Local  Authorities 

(13) 

39 

26 

9 

4 

Dwelling  Houses 

(6,925) 

...  305 

118 

154 

33 

Business  Premises 

(670) 

...  82 

35 

19 

28 

Agricultural 

(20) 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

(7,528) 

...  426 

179 

182 

65 
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Measures  oe  Control. 

Properties  inspected  :  622.  Inspections  made  :  2,123. 

Notices  served  for — ^Treatments  ;  1.  Proofing  works  :  — 

Number  of  treatments  : 

(a)  by  arrangement  with  L.A.,  Rats,  347  ;  Mice  only,  65. 

(b)  After  formal  notice  (S.5),  Rats,  — ;  Mice  only,  — . 

Block  Treatments  : 

Blocks,  33.  Separate  occupancies,  173.  Manholes,  86. 

Sewer  Control. 

Ten  per  cent  of  the  sewer  manholes  within  the  district  were  baited  and 
found  to  be  free  from  infestation. 

General. 

22  complaints  were  received  regarding  wasps,  and  appropriate  action  was 
taken. 

Canal  Boats,  Inspection  of 


Number  of  boats  inspected 

...  21 

Contraventions  . . 

.  3 

Visits  and  Inspections  during  the  Year 

Houses. 

General — continued 

Public  Health  Act 

89 

Swimming  Places... 

38 

Housing  Act 

80 

Interviews  with  Owners... 

249 

Overcrowding 

— 

Complaints 

124 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice 

Public  Health  Act — 

Houses  ... 

214 

Factories. 

Public  Health  Act — Other 

5 

Factories  with  mechanical 

Housing  Act 

239 

power  ... 

160 

Factories  without  mechan- 

Meat  and  Foods. 

ical  power 

29 

Butchers’  Shops  ... 

41 

Workplaces 

14 

Outworkers 

18 

Slaughtering 

2 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

8 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

7 

General. 

Grocers  and  Other  Food 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

160 

Shops  ... 

84 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

22 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

6 

Public  Houses 

21 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  . . . 

12 

Schools 

3 

Cowsheds  ... 

17 

Smoke  Observations 

2 

Milk  Samples 

10 

Mosquito  Control 

23 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

33 

Vacant  Land  and  Dumps 

37 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

6 

Verminous  Premises 

36 

Restaurants  and  Dining 

Drainage  Inspections  and 

Rooms  ... 

71 

Tests  ...  ...  ... 

38 

Bakehouses 

20 

Cesspools  ... 

6 

1  Other  Food  Premises 

21 

Infectious  Diseases 

54 

Unclassified  Visits 

223 

Common  Yards  and 

Passages 

— 

2,269 

Shops  Acts 

6 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

6 

29 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

67 

160 

12 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

73 

189 

14 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Tred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(6) 

IIX 

which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(7) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

7 

7 

— 

— 

■ — 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

• — 

• — 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  ... 

1 

• — • 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive 

6 

5 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to 
Homework) 

- 

- 

. 

- 

TOTAL 

14 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Outworkers  S.llO  (i)  (c)  :  Number,  5:  Notices,  etc..  Nil. 
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WATFORD 


RURAL  DISTRICT 


General. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water).  18,179  acres. 

(Abbots  Langley  C.P.,  4,979  ;  Aldenham  C.P.,  5,660  ;  Sarratt  C.P., 
2,399  ;  Watford  Rural  C.P.,  5,141  ;  acres.) 

Number  of  separately  rated  dwellings  at  1st  April,  1950;  8,772 
Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1950;  £242,935. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny-rate;  £1,054. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimates  at  mid-year)  : 


1950 

1949 

1948  1947  1946 

1945 

1944 

1939 

34,160 

30,370 

25,740  21,860  21,360 

20,370 

20,650 

20,280 

Birth-Rate  (live  births  per  1,000  of  population) 

• 

• 

1950 

1949 

1948  1947  1946 

1945 

1944 

1939 

15.4 

15.1 

12.9  17.7  16.9 

17.2 

19.2 

13.9 

(Area  Comparability  Factor, 

1.06) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births)  : 

1950 

1949 

1948  1947  1946 

1945 

1944 

1939 

15 

24 

36  25  17 

26 

18 

56 

Death-Rate  : 

Vide — Summary  Causes  of  Death.” 

(Area  Comparability  Factor,  1.05) 


Tuberculosis. 

The  following  notifications  and  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year  : — ■ 


Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female. 

Non-Fulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 

New  cases  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11  3 

8 

2 

Deaths 

•  •  • 

... 

1  7 

1 

1 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

INCIDENCE  according  to  AGE  and  SEX 


1950 


Age 

Groups 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute  pohomelitis 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non  -paralytic 

(Exc.  Rubella) 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— 

5 

3 

1 

1— 

2 

2 

10 

4 

1 

14 

13 

3 — 

8 

3 

10 

18 

1 

18 

16 

5— 

22 

20 

16 

12 

3 

1 

1 

46 

30 

10— 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1  » 

1 

2 

2 

25  and  over 

1 

2 

1 

Total  ... 

36 

28 

44 

37 

6 

3 

1 

— 

80 

63 

— 

— 

Age 

Groups 

Ac. 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Smallpox 

Acute  encephalitis 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever 

Infective 

Post-infectious 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— 

6' • 

1 

16— 

1 

46— 

2 

66  and  over 

1 

2 

Total  ... 

3 

4 

Groups 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal 

infection 

Food 

Poisoning 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

. . . 

Puerperal 
Pyrexia . 

•  •  • 

1 

5  ' "  •  *  • 

2 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum... 

1 

— 

16— 

Malaria  . 

— 

— 

45— 

1 

1 

Plag  ue  . 

— 

— 

66  and  over 

Relapsing  Fever 

Typhus  Fever... 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 
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THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1950 


DEATH-RATE 

(Deaths  per  1,000  of  population) 


All  Causes  ... 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

2  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

3  Syphilitic  disease 

4  Diphtheria 

5  Whooping  cough 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8  Measles 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  di¬ 

seases 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 

plasms 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16  Diabetes 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

20  Other  heart  disease 

21  Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

22  Influenza 

23  Pneumonia  ... 

24  Bronchitis 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31  Congenital  malformations  ... 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34  All  other  accidents  ... 

35  Suicide 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 


Males  Females 


1950 

...  6.7 

16 

113 

1949 

•  •  • 

...  7.9 

1 

7 

1948 

. . . 

...  8.3 

1 

1 

1947 

. . . 

...  11.3 

1946 

... 

...  10.1 

1945 

... 

...  9.9 

_ 

1944 

«  *  • 

...  9.3 

1 

2 

1943 

•  •  • 

...  9.1 

— 

— • 

1942 

•  •  • 

...  9.6 

1941 

•  •  t 

...  10.0 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1940 

•  «  • 

...  10.1 

8 

1939 

•  •  • 

...  8.8 

1 

3 

1938 

•  •  • 

...  7.9 

— 

1 

1937 

•  •  • 

...  10.6 

1936 

•  •  • 

...  8.3 

16 

11 

1935 

•  «  • 

...  8.7 

1 

1934 

•  •  • 

...  8.6 

14 

16 

1933 

•  •  • 

...  10.3 

23 

8 

1932 

•  •  • 

...  9.6 

3 

3 

1931 

•  •  • 

...  8.4 

8 

4 

25 

2 

1 

— 

England  and  Wales 

2 

7 

1950 

•  •  • 

...  11.6 

5 

2 

1949 

•  •  • 

...  11.7 

1 

— 

1948 

. . . 

...  10.8 

1 

— 

1947 

...  12.0 

' 

• 

1946 

...  11.5 

2 

3 

2 

1945 

...  11.4 

1 

1944 

... 

...  11.6 

3 

— 

1943 

... 

...  12.1 

8 

13 

1942 

•  •  • 

...  11.6 

4 

1 

1941 

•  •  • 

...  12.9 

2 

1 

1940 

•  •  • 

...  14.6 

1 

- • 

1939 

•  •  • 

...  12.1 

1938 

•  •  • 

...  11.6 

1937 

•  •  • 

...  12.4 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS 

S.  N.  Grigg, 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Inspector,  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

A.R.P.S.  (1st  Class). 

Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  . 301 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  section)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  erected  during  the  year : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority . 92 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  1,403* 

♦Private  enterprise  (licences),  12;  London  County  Council,  1,391. 


Summary  of  Housing  Defects. 


The  number  of  defects  found  on  inspection  is  followed  by  the  number 

remedied  during  the  year. 


Cases 

Found  Remedied 


1.  Site. 

a.  Outbuildings  inade¬ 

quate  or  in  bad  re¬ 
pair  ...  ...  4 

b.  Approach  to  back  of 
house  unsatisfactory  2 

c.  Storage  of  refuse  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  106 

d.  Animals  improperly 

kept  ...  ...  4 

2.  Prevention  of  Dampness. 

a.  Roof,  chimney,  de¬ 
fective  ...  ...  36 

b.  Gutters,  downpipes, 
s-w  drains,  defective  26 

c.  Drainage  of  ground 

unsatisfactory  ...  4 

d.  Walls,  doors,  win¬ 
dows,  defective  ...  30 

e.  Damp-proof  course 

defective  ...  1 

f.  Sub-floor  ventilation 

defective  ...  1 

g.  Solid  floor  defective  1 

h.  Soil  against  walls 

above  d.p.c.  ...  7 


4 

2 

87 

4 


29 

21 

4 

23 

1 

1 

1 

7 


Cases 

Found  Remedied 

3.  Lighting,  Ventilation. 

a.  Obstruction  to  light 

and  air  ...  ...  —  — 

b.  Window  area  or 

opening  below  stan¬ 
dard  ...  ...  3  3 

c.  Ventilation  other¬ 
wise  defective  ...  3  3 

d.  Artificial  lighting 

defective  ...  ...  —  — 

{See  aho  8  d) 

4.  Space  Heating. 

a.  Firegrate,  flue;  de¬ 
fective  ...  ...  13  10 

b.  Rooms  inadequately 

heated  ...  ...  —  — 

5.  Food,  Cooking. 

a.  Storage  of  food  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  3  3 

b.  Cooking  arrange¬ 
ments  unsatisfactory  1  1 

c.  Sink,  drainage 

unsatisfactory  ...  29  29 
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Cases 

Found  Remedied 


Cases 

Found  Remedied 


6.  Water  Supply. 
a.  Well  not  satisfactory  1 

b.  Water  closet,  soil 
drains,  defective  . . . 

35 

35 

b.  Water  delivered  in 
vessels  .  1 

1 

c.  Approach  to  outside 
closet  not  protected 

■ 

c.  Main  supply  discon¬ 
nected  ...  ...  2 

2 

d.  Lighting, ventilation, 
inadequate 

3 

3 

7.  Washing  Arrangements. 
a.  No  bath  ...  ...  — 

9.  Repair,  Decoration,  Cleanliness. 

b.  Bath  defective.  — 

c.  Arrangements  for 

— • 

a.  Internal  structures, 
defective 

3G 

28 

heating  water  un¬ 
satisfactory  ...  — 

• — 

b.  Decoration  in  bad 
state  ...  ... 

10 

10 

8.  Closet  Accommodation. 

c.  Lack  of  cleanliness 

5 

5 

a.  Pail  closet  defec¬ 
tive  ...  ...  6 

6 

c.  Infestation  with 
bugs,  etc. 

5 

5 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  adequate  and  chlorinated.  Two 
samples  of  water  from  private  wells  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  In  another 
case  where  a  sample  of  water  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  the  use  of  the 
well  for  domestic  purposes  was  discontinued,  a  main  supply  being  available. 


Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Designated  milks 

Retailers 

Tuberculin  Tested . 

•  •  •  •  •  » 

14 

Accredited  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Pasteurised . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

13 

Sterilized 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

10 

Number  of  inspections  ...  33 

Notices  . 

..  4 

Ice-Cream. 

Number  of  premises  registered  : — 

(a)  for  Manufacture .  1 

(b)  for  Sale 

26 

Number  of  inspections  ...  31 

Notices  ... 

4 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  Food  condemned  during  the  year  : — 


Carcase  meat  584  lbs.  ;  tins  meat  23;  bacon  12.  lbs;  sausages  12  lbs.  ; 
wet  hsh  81  lbs.  ;  tins  hsh  70;  paste  43  jars;  shell  eggs  38  ;  milk  72  tins; 
cheese  30  lbs. ;  pickles  81  jars  ;  tins  of  fruit  42  ;  dried  peas  141  lbs. ;  dried 
peaches  11  lbs. :  fruit  cake  14  lbs.;  tins  vegetables  29;  miscellaneous, 6  lbs. 
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Disinfection  (1),  Disinfestation  (2). 

Number  of  cases  (1)  59.  (2)  5  . Total  64 


Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Refuse  collection — direct  labour  schemes  are  in  operation  in  all  four 
parishes  of  the  District.  Vehicles  employed  number  eight  modern  type  side 
loading  refuse  collection  vehicles,  each  of  10  cu.  yds.  capacity. 

Additional  vehicles  and  staff  have  been  required  to  cope  with  the  develop¬ 
ment  on  the  new  L.C.C.  Housing  Estate  at  South  Oxhey,  and  further  expansion 
of  the  service  will  be  necessary  as  development  proceeds. 

(b)  Refuse  disposal — two  tipping  sites  are  available  in  the  District,  one 
at  Abbots  Langley  and  one  at  Aldenham.  Tip  attendants  are  emplo^^ed  to 
supervise  and  to  control  tipping. 

(c)  Cesspool  emptying — direct  labour  scheme  in  operation  covers  the 
whole  district.  Vehicle  used  is  a  Dennis  800  gallon  cesspool  emptying  vehicle, 
operated  by  a  staff  of  two  men.  In  addition,  it  is  necessary  at  certain  times 
to  make  use  of  the  services  of  a  Contractor,  who  also  uses  a  modern  type 
emptying  vehicle.  Disposal  of  cesspool  contents  is  as  far  as  possible  into 
sewers  in  the  area,  otherwise  by  discharge  on  to  farm  land. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  at  the  request  of  owners  or  occupiers  without 
charge,  but  the  Council  reserve  the  right  to  review  this  arrangement  at  any 
time  and  to  impose  a  scale  of  charges  in  specific  cases  or  generally  should  they 
consider  it  necessary  and  desirable. 


Working  Statistics  (for  the  period  of  12  months  up  to  31/3/51). 

(a)  Total  number  of  Cesspools  emptied 

(b)  Total  number  of  emptyings  of  above  Cesspools 

(c)  Total  number  of  loads  removed  ... 

(d)  Number  of  gallons  removed  at  800  gallons  per  load 


...  346 

...  929 

...  1,878 
1,502,400 


(d)  Emptying  of  Pail  Closets — carried  out  by  direct  labour,  in  parishes  of 
Abbots  Langley  and  Aldenham,  and  by  contract  in  remainder  of  district.  Pail 
closets  are  emptied  weekly. 


(e)  Collection  of  Salvage — Waste  paper  collection  carried  out  simultane¬ 
ously  with  refuse  collection  over  whole  of  District.  Other  waste  materials 
reclaimed  from  refuse  by  tip  attendants. 


Rodent  Control. 

(Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949) 


Prevalence  of  Rats  and  Mice. 


Type  and 
number  of 
Properties 

Local  Authorities 

(14) 

Number  of 
Properties 
infested 

2 

Infestation  by 

Rats 

Major  Minor 

2  — 

Mice 

only 

Dwelling  Houses 

(9,021) 

66 

—  55 

11 

Business  Premises 

(258) 

5 

—  3 

2 

Agricultural 

(168) 

. . .  — 

—  — 

— 

Total 

(9,461) 

73 

2  58 

13 
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Measures  of  Control. 

Properties  inspected  :  79.  Inspections  made  :  386. 

Notices  served  for — Treatments  :  1.  Proofing  works  :  2 
Number  of  treatments  : 

(a)  by  arrangement  with  L.A.,  Rats,  60 ;  Mice  only,  15. 

(b)  After  formal  notice  (S.5),  Rats,  — ;  Mice  only,  — . 

Block  Treatments : 

Blocks,  — .  Separate  occupancies,  — .  Manholes,  — . 

Sewer  Control. 

Work  in  sewer  control  had  to  be  postponed  until  the  end  of  the  year 
owing  to  shortage  of  staff. 

General. 

2  complaints  were  received  regarding  wasps  nests  in  private  houses,  and 
the  nests  were  destroyed. 

Canal  Boats,  Inspection  of 

Number  of  boats  inspected  ...  6  Contraventions  ...  — 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

4 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  i  n  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

42 

40 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

43 

44 

4 

— 
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2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(•^) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(6) 

C/<^SO^  Xi-l 

which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

(7) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  {S.7) 

{a)  insufficient  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

[h)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to 
Homework) 

- 

. 

— 

.. 

TOTAL 

6 

6 

— 

— • 

• — 

Outworkers  S.llO  (i)  (c) — Number,  27;  Notices,  etc..  Nil. 
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O.  H.  PEACOCK  LTD., 
PRINTERS,  WATFORD. 


